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Fukushima Reconstruction and Decommissioning from
a "Place of Dialogue”
Through Collaboration of Science, Politics, and Society

Shunji Matsuoka

Abstract: In 1972, using the health effects of low-dose radiation exposure and severe accidents at nuclear
power plants as examples, Alvin Weinberg, an American physicist, stated that such social issues “can be
asked of science but cannot be answered by science” and raised the importance of the trans-scientific
questions. For trans-scientific questions, it is considered effective to formulate “solutions” by forming a
“place of dialogue” in which science, politics, and society collaborate, and various deliberative approach-
es, such as the Citizens' Climate Assembly, are being tried worldwide. Japan, however, is an outlier in this
international trend. In this study, the author would like to consider why it is difficult to form a “place of
dialogue” on nuclear energy policy in Japan, and how it can be made possible.
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