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OBITUARY Har Gobind Khorana 
rose from humble origins to 
fathom  the genetic code p.322

MOLECULAR BIOLOGY The field s 
covert origins in a Berlin  
apartment p.317

PHYSICS Large science 
facilit ies should shrink their 
electricity load p.315

EXHIBITION Mathematics  
meets theatrical effects in a 
Paris show p.320

E
vents at the Fukushima Daiichi nuclear 
plant following the 11 March 2011 
earthquake and tsunami are of crucial 

importance for the future of atomic energy 
in Japan and globally. To respond adequately 
to the accident, we have to know precisely 
what happened then and what is continuing 
to happen now. 

To establish the facts, all the evidence and 
counter-evidence for what might have taken 
place must be gathered and made public. 
Only then will the world be able to have faith 
in the containment plan developed by the 

Tokyo Electric Power Company (TEPCO), 
or be able to judge how it should be modified. 

Particularly important is finding out 
whether the worst-case scenario occurred: 
that is, whether self-sustaining nuclear  
reactions were re-ignited in the core (re-crit-
icality), creating more fission products and 
heat damage; whether the explosions that 

rocked the plant days 
after the earthquake 
were nuclear in origin, 
releasing radioactive 
metals from damaged 

fuel rods; and whether molten fuel has  
broken through the reactors base, threatening 
environmental contamination. 

A group of representatives from the 
Japanese Diet (called the B-team; in relation 
to the governments A-team) was formed 
on 24 March to develop a response plan for 
the worst-case scenario. Set up by one of us 
(Y.H., former prime minister) and includ-
ing us both, the B-teams other members are 
Yukihisa Fujita (now a senior vice-minister 
of finance) and Hiroshi Kawauchi (now 
chairman of the Deliberative Council on 

Nationalize the Fukushima 
Daiichi atomic plant

Only by bringing the nuclear power stati on  into government hands can scientists 
find out what really  happened,  say Tomoyuki Taira and Yukio Hatoyama.

Exactly how much damage the Fukushima Daiichi nuclear plant sustained as a result of the 11 March earthquake and tsunami remains to be determined.
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For more on 
Fukushima, see:
go.nature.com/ulsz2n
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►ꜜה 131 8 500×10 15Bq
ⱶ134►◦☿ה 2 10×10 15Bq
ⱶ137►◦☿ה 30 10×10 15Bq
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