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Choi Yunhee : Social acceptance of final spent nuclear fuel repository in Finland
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*Choi Yunhee: Social acceptance of final spent nuclear fuel repository in Finland

Purpose of the research: The general perspectives analyzing the Finnish case have a tendency to focus on
the Finnish institutional frames. It is often seen that the EIA procedure provided a platform for more active
citizen participation in the decision-making process. Additionally, general image of Finland, which have
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developed their stable social capital based on high transparency in political administration; trust in authority
and active citizen participation, is often reflected to interpret the whole decision-making process of siting the
repository. However, some Finnish researchers point out that the decision-making process could not overcome
the tradition of technocracy and elitism in Finland. Furthermore, it is insisted that compensation played a
pivotal role to finalize the site. Thus, it is important understand interaction among the main actors-Central
Government; hosting municipality; and Posiva- and to evaluate the factors enabled siting the final repository
in Finland with the balanced perspective.

The relevant research question: How did the deciding factors interact among the local public in accepting a
final repository for spent nuclear fuel in Eurajoki, Finland?

Methodology: In order to answer this question, the study will evaluate social acceptance of the final repository
based on the model of social acceptance developed by Prof. Matsuoka.
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