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Choi Yunhee (RFERKEFET7 U7 AT £MRE - ETERHRE)

- Before the on-site tour of the nuclear site started, Mr. Noro and Mr. Mochizuki of Tokyo Electric Power
Company (TEPCO) gave a brief presentation on overview of Fukushima Daiichi and Daini Nuclear
Power Station at the former Energy Hall of TEPCO.

- TEPCO’s presentation covered the current state of the unit 4 which exploded on March 15, 2011. There
are still unknown parts related to the background of explosion of the unit 4. However, Mr. Noro
provided with the theory that hydrogen generation at unit 4 came from unit 3 as same as TEPCO has
presented on their reports so far.

- TEPCO emphasized the lowered level of risk as all the spent fuel was removed from unit 4. As of
December 22, 2014, spent fuel from the unit 4 was completely transferred to the common pool of the
centralized storage within the station site.

- For now, removal of the spent nuclear fuel from unit 3 is under preparation. TEPCO is expecting to start
removing the spent nuclear fuel from unit 3 from around summer in 2018.

- The spent fuel assemblies stored inside the unit 1 & 2 are also projected to be removed by 2023.

- Since the radiation exposure levels on site have been lowered as the most of the areas have been
covered by concrete, workers on site can work only with disposable mask and general wear. However,
there are still highly contaminated areas (around 5% of the whole site) around unit 1-4 and some other
areas.

- During the tour, staff of TEPCO kept informed us with the radiation dose.

- According to TEPCO, various methods have been implemented to protect further radioactive
contamination. For example, TEPCO is changing the tanks which store radioactive waste matter in
order to prevent any possibilities of radioactive contamination in the air through the cracks of the tank.
To minimize ground water contamination, TEPCO also pump out the contaminated water from unit 4
by using 42 excavators.

- Particularly, roofs were installed around the facilities after the radioactive water leak in 2013

- Additionally, there are 30 layers of net near shore to prevent outflow of the contaminated fishes into the
pacific.

- According to TEPCO, there are issues with Futaba town related locating tanks (which made by various
companies such as Mitsubishi). For this reason, most of tanks are located near Okuma town side for
now.

-Although TEPCO emphasized the improved work environment as well as its safety, it seems to me that
TEPCO does not pay much attention or does not want to take responsibility related to radiation
exposure of on-site workers.

- Certainly, there are many existing issues must be handled related to the Fukushima nuclear site.

Nevertheless, it was impressive to see certain progress on the Fukushima nuclear site.
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B EEMEXZET7OTAFEERER - ELFER)

It has been over 7 years since the 3.11 disaster and I had this valuable opportunity to visit the
Fukushima Daiichi Nuclear Power Plant, where the disaster actually happened. Even though I had
working experience in a nuclear power plant as a nuclear safety engineer for the past ten years, the first
impression of the actual site still shocked me and people’s concerns about the nuclear power came to me
vividly. I brought my own dose-meter with me to the site and the reading showed me how much worse
this disaster was back then and how the situation is now.

What concerns me most is that on the way to the Fukushima Daiichi from the former Energy Kan
Museum, along the road I notice some hotspots. Along the road there were once farmland, residences and
shopping districts, but now all abended and derelict, the bottomlands of these ruins become hotspots
easily because rain washed way radioactive dusts attached to the plants and building and gravity carried
them to the lower part. Near these bottomlands, the reading from my dose-meter jumped about two to ten
times compared the number from the un-restricted zone. (My dose-meters reading is about 0.5uSv/h to
3.5uSv/h near these bottomlands even I was in the bus, and the reading is around 0.20uSv/h when we
were at the former Energy Kan Museum which can consider as normal) These hotspots might take more
than thirty years to decay with natural mechanisms. Even though I was told that these areas belong to the
restricted zone and no one can enter without permit, but as the Japanese government persuade the return
of the evacuees, will people willing to return to their home with knowing these hotspots near? It is
obviously that the government and scientists are trying to tackling issues on how to recover the
environment and society in the region, but how can daily life be revived from this long-time refugee and

with the anxiety of the radiation? I wish I could find some answers during my study at Waseda.
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